
Morning Challenge                 06/10/26



Tuesday 6th October
Reading – close reading

Interminably



Tuesday 6th October
Reading – close reading

Inaccessible 

Teacher model

What does "welling up" 
suggest?

What does "dwarfed" mean 
here?

What does the word lurking 
tell us about the dangers of 
the jungle?



Tuesday 6th October
Reading – close reading: Vocabulary

1. What does the word comforted mean in the sentence:
"it comforted me to be saying it to Oona each night"
A) Frightened
 B) Reassured and helped 
 C) Confused
 D) Surprised

2. The author writes: "the most magnificent fart of all farts"
What does the word magnificent suggest?
A) Tiny and quiet
 B) Unpleasant and scary
 C) Impressive and remarkable 
 D) Short and weak

3. What does interminably mean in this sentence? "one that seemed to go on and on interminably"
A) Quickly
 B) Loudly
 C) Unexpectedly
 D) Forever or for a very long time 



Write the multiples of 9 on the hundred square. 

What do you notice?
Do you notice any patterns?



06.10.26
TBAT- convert between mm, cm and m.

3 in 3

1)340 cm <  >  340mm

2)20 x 4 =

3)  15  : 55  =  __:__ ___
   21: 10 =   __ :__ ___

Challenge: 0.567 x ?  =  5.67
Daily 10 - Mental Maths Challenge - Topmarks - Topmarks

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/daily10
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Write the measurements in mm and cm. 

Blue 

Green

Which is bigger, 35cm or 146mm?



Talk partners:



Challenge:   5.5 cm <  ______mm < 8cm

70 mm = ___ cm

4cm =  _____mm

9cm = ______ mm

40mm =  _____cm



‘centimetre’ means there are 100 cm in 1 
m ‘millimetre’ means there are 1,000 mm in 1 m. 

When converting cm to m, we will multiply by ?
When converting mm to m, we will multiply by?



Blue

Green

Whiteboard work:

What mistake has 
been made?

10m = 100cm



Class Work:



1,955mm = ________cm  = ________m
Checkpoint Question

Amy wants to buy a new bed, she 
needs to measure the space to 
check it will fit. Will she measure in 
mm, cm or m?



Independent: Record the measurements: mm, 
cm and m.

What are the 
three errors?

Draw the table in your books and 
sort the measurements.

RP



Mastery: Create a 
step-by-step guide to 
teach Year 4 how to 
solve this problem.

Challenge: 
A stack of eight identical boxes 
measures 4.8 m. Some of the 
boxes are removed and the 
stack is now 180 cm high. How 
many boxes were removed?



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.
3 in 3

Challenge: Create your own sentence using a fronted adverbial.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.

What is adverb? What is an adverbial phrase?

What is a verb? Give an example.

Explain what is meant by a modal verb.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.
Whiteboard work – write the adverbs and adverbials on your whiteboard:



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.
Partner talk:

Begin to make a list of modal verbs on your whiteboard.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.
In books:



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.

Classwork:



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.
Independent:



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: recognise and use modal verbs.
Challenge:



Tuesday 6th October
TBAT: Sing partner songs.
Lesson Media: Two-part singing: rounds and partner songs | Oak National Academy
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TBAT: Sing partner songs.
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Tuesday 6th October
Q: How was Baghdad 
founded?

3 in 3



Tuesday 6th October
Q: How was Baghdad founded?

Entry questions

What were the Umayyads a line of?

What does dynastic mean when talking about the 
Umayyad caliphate?

Write a sentence which tells me why the silk roads 
were lucrative for the Umayyad caliphate.



Keywords

Al-Mansur

Abbasid

populous

public facilities

An Abbasid was a member of the third dynasty of caliphs that 

ruled the Islamic Empire after Muhammad (PBUH).

Al-Mansur was the second caliph of the Abbasid caliphate.

A populous city or place has a large number of people living 

there.

Public facilities are spaces, equipment and services that can 

be used by anyone in the community.



Explanation

The Abbasid Caliphate

The Abbasid Caliphate overthrew the Umayyad Caliphate and ruled the Islamic world 

for approximately 500 years.

Painting of the first Abbasid 
caliph

A



Check

a

b

c

Rashidun Caliphate

The Abbasid Caliphate – Class work

The Abbasid Caliphate took control of the Islamic Empire by removing the _________ from power.

Muhammad (PBUH) Caliphate

Umayyad Caliphate



Explanation

The Abbasids controlled a vast 

empire that stretched from Tunis 

to Multan!

The Abbasid Caliphate

Map showing the size of the Abbasid Caliphate

MultanTunis

Abbasid Caliphate 850AD, Cattette, 2021, licensed under CC BY 4.0

A

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en


Check

a

b

c

The Abbasid Caliphate was in charge of the Islamic Empire after the Umayyad Caliphate.

The Abbasid Caliphate – Partner talk

Which of the following statements about the 

Abbasid Caliphate are true?

The Abbasid Caliphate was in charge of the Islamic Empire straight after Muhammad (PBUH).

The Abbasid Caliphate controlled a vast empire.



Task A
Practice

Read Izzy’s statement below. Do you agree?

Write one or two sentences to explain your reasoning.          A good explanation should include the 
following:

● 500 years

● vast empire

The Abbasid Caliphate – INDEPENDENT – in books

The Abbasid Caliphate was 

very successful.

Izzy



Task A
Feedback

Read Izzy’s statement below. Do you agree?

Your answer may have included:

I agree with Izzy because the Abbasid Caliphate ruled the Islamic world for 500 years. The Abbasids controlled a 
vast empire that stretched from Tunis to Multan and included the Middle East, western Asia and northeast 
Africa.

The Abbasid Caliphate

The Abbasid Caliphate was 

very successful.

Izzy



Explanation

In 762 CE, the second Abbasid caliph, Al-Mansur, wanted to create 

a new and impressive capital city for the Abbasid Caliphate. 

The new capital city was named Baghdad.

Baghdad is founded

Illustration of Al-Mansur

B



Check

True False

Why?

True or false? 

T F

Al-Mansur, the second Abbasid caliph, wanted to create a new capital city for the Abbasid Caliphate. 

Baghdad is founded – Partner Talk

Al-Mansur, the second Umayyad caliph, wanted to create a new capital city.



Explanation

Built by 100,000 workers to show off the 

Abbasid wealth and power, Baghdad became 

the richest, most populous city in the world.

Baghdad is founded

Drawing of the impressive city of Baghdad 
once it was finished

Source: Al-Kadhimiya Mosque, in Baghdad. Eugène Flandin (1809–1889). This work is in the public domain.

B



Check

Read the statements below. Who is correct?

Baghdad is founded – Partner talk

Laura

When Baghdad was 

founded, it was a large city 

because lots of  people 

lived there.

When Baghdad was 

founded, it was small 

because not many people 

lived there.

Jacob

a

b

Laura is correct because the city was small so could not 
house many people.

Jacob is correct because the city was the most populous city in the 
world.



Practice

Task B

Answer the following questions:

Baghdad is founded – INDEPENDENT – in books

1. Who founded the new capital city of the Abbasid 

Caliphate?

2. What was the name of this city?

3. Why was this city built?



Task B
Feedback

Baghdad is founded

Your answers to the questions may have included:

1. Who founded the new capital city of the Abbasid Caliphate?

Al-Mansur, the second Abbasid caliph, founded the new capital 

city. 

1. What was the name of this city?

The new city was called Baghdad.

1. Why was this city built?

The city was built to show off the Abbasid Caliphate’s wealth and 

power. 



Explanation

Baghdad was built on the fertile banks of 

the Tigris River in the Mesopotamia 

valley.

Baghdad’s location and layout

Map of the Mesopotamian valley

C



Explanation

The Tigris River provided the city with fresh water 

to drink, a natural transportation route and fertile 

soil for farming.

Baghdad’s location and layout

Photo of the Tigris River

C



Check

Baghdad’s location and layout – INDEPENDENT – in books

Use the images to say why Al-Mansur chose to build 

Baghdad on the Tigris River. Start your sentence with:

The Tigris River provided Baghdad with…

water boat soil



Check

Baghdad’s location and layout

fresh water to drink a natural transportation 
route

fertile soil for farming

Use the images to say why Al-Mansur chose to build 

Baghdad on the Tigris River. Start your sentence with:

The Tigris River provided Baghdad with…



Explanation

Baghdad was unique as it had a circular layout.

Baghdad’s location and layout

Illustration of the round city of Baghdad

C



Explanation

Baghdad had many different public facilities, like parks and gardens.

Baghdad’s location and layout

Photo of the Garden 
of Ridvan in Baghdad

C



Explanation

Baghdad also had many hospitals and mosques.

Baghdad’s location and layout

Painting of an Early Islamic 
hospital Photo of a mosque

C



Explanation

The ‘House of Wisdom’ was an 

important library and learning 

centre.

It is an example of another public 

facility in Baghdad.

Baghdad’s location and layout

Illustration of 
scholars sharing 
ideas in the ‘House 
of Wisdom’

C



Check

a

b

c

d

hospitals

Baghdad’s location and layout – Partner talk

Which of the following public facilities was not 

available in Baghdad during the Abbasid Caliphate?

theme parks

libraries

mosques



Practice

Task C Baghdad’s location and layout – INDEPENDENT – in books

Design a poster that might have encouraged people to visit 

Baghdad, ‘the City of Peace’ during the Abbasid Caliphate. 

Here are some words to help you:

● Tigris River

● circular design

● public facilities

● ‘House of Wisdom’



Task C
Feedback

Come and explore Baghdad, ‘the City of Peace’!

Baghdad’s location and layout

Design a poster with a partner that might have encouraged 

people to visit Baghdad, ‘the City of Peace’ during the 

Abbasid Caliphate. You could have included:

See its unique circular 
design

Try our delicious fresh drinking 
water and a boat ride along the 

Tigris River

Join a debate with scholars from 
around the world at the famous 

‘House of Wisdom’

Use the city’s many public 
facilities, like parks and 

mosques



Exit questions

1. Why was Baghdad built on the banks of the River Tigris?

2. What does the word populous mean in the context of the capital 
city of Baghdad?



6.10.26
TBAT – reflect on feelings when things are lost.

Blue 
What does the word 'lost' mean? 

Green 
Give an example of using the word 'lost'. 



Talk partners: 

Have you ever lost anything?

A special teddy, your favourite game, a phone, an item that 

belonged to someone else?

Lost…



Kate borrowed her mum’s necklace to wear to a friend’s house and has 

just realised she’s lost it. 

How does Kate feel when she realises the necklace is lost?

Kate searches everywhere in her friend’s house. 

How is she feeling?

Kate has to tell her mum that she has lost the necklace.

How do both Kate and her mum feel?

The lost necklace



In groups, decide on a scenario where someone has lost something 

and act out the scenario.

At four key points in the scene, freeze. 

Class Discussion: 

What are the characters feeling at each key point in the scenario?

Freeze frames 



Kate borrowed her mum’s necklace to wear to a friend’s house and has 

just realised she’s lost it. 

How does Kate feel when she realises the necklace is lost?

Kate searches everywhere in her friend’s house. 

How is she feeling?

Kate has to tell her mum that she has lost the necklace.

How do both Kate and her mum feel?

The lost necklace



Use the scenario of Kate and her mum for your storyboard. Write a 

sentence to explain what is happening in the scene, then use key 

words or phrases to explain how each of the characters is feeling.  

Storyboard Task 

Mum giving Kate the 
necklace. 

Kate realising she 
has lost the 
necklace.  

Trying to find it. Kate telling Mum. 
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