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Wednesday 3rd June
KQ: Can I describe how offspring of different animals are similar but not identical to their parents?

Starter Quiz:



Wednesday 3rd June
KQ: Can I describe how offspring of different animals are similar but not identical to their parents?

Define the word 'offspring'.

Define the  phrase 'similar but not identical'.

What type of characteristics can you inherit from your parents? Explain.



Keywords

Living things create offspring when they reproduce.

To vary is to differ or change.

A variation is a difference between two or more things.

Things that are similar have some things in common or are alike in some ways.

Things that are identical are exactly the same as each other.



Explanation

Andeep has been visiting a farm and noticed that lots of 

the animals had produced offspring.

Offspring

farm animals

Can you explain what offspring are?



Explanation

All animals reproduce. When they reproduce, they make more offspring of the same 

kind.

Offspring

penguin and its 

chick 

zebra and its foal clownfish and its fry



Explanation

The offspring of a living thing share characteristics of the organism that produced them.

Offspring

goat with kids

This means they usually look similar to 

their parents.

Can you see the similarities between this 

parent and its offspring?



Explanation

Sometimes, animals look quite 
different to their parents when 

they are young.

Offspring

duck with young offspring

The similarities are             
sometimes much clearer when the 

animals have reached adulthood.

duck with adult offspring



Explanation

Normally, offspring vary and are not 

identical to their parents.

Offspring

They look similar, but are not exactly the 

same. 

Can you see any differences between this 

parent and its offspring?

giraffe with 

calf



Explanation

I can see they have 

slightly different 

markings. The 

patterns are similar 

but not identical.

Offspring

The difference between parents and their 

offspring is called variation.

Andeep

giraffe with 

calf



Explanation

Have you ever been told you look like one of your parents?

Offspring

You are their offspring, so you share many characteristics with them.

Sofia

Aisha

People always tell 

me I look like my 

dad.

Lots of people say I 

have my mother’s 

eyes.



Explanation

Some children are talking about the similarities between themselves and their family 

members.

Variation in offspring

Alex, his sister and his mother

Why do you have curly 

hair if your mum has 

straight hair?

What do you think?

Laura

Jacob

Why do you and your mum have 

ginger hair but your little sister 

has blonde hair?



Explanation

Offspring get a combination of characteristics from each of their parents.

Variation in offspring

Alex

Alex’s sister Alex’s parents

My dad has curly 

hair, I think I got it 

from him.

Dad has blonde hair 

like me, too!



Explanation

Offspring also vary from their parents. 

Variation in offspring

Alex’s family

This means that, although they are similar, 

they are not identical and they do differ 

from their parents.



Explanation

Can you see how the offspring in this picture vary from its parents?

Variation in offspring

lions



Explanation

Sam’s dogs are going to have offspring.

Variation in offspring

Sam’s 

dogs

Sam

I think the puppies will all look 

different to each other.

She is talking to her friends about what the 
offspring might look like.

I think the offspring will all have the same 

pattern of fur. It will be a combination of 

both parents’ fur.

Jun

They will 

definitely all 

be dogs.

What do you think?

Izzy



Explanation

All living things have offspring of the same kind, so Sam’s 
dogs’ offspring are all dogs.

Variation in offspring

dog parents 

The puppies all look similar, but not identical, to their parents.

There is variation between the parents and offspring.

offspring



Summary

All living things produce offspring of the same 

kind.

Offspring share some of the characteristics of 

their parents.

Normally, offspring vary and are not identical to 

their parents.

Offspring: similar but not identical

Alex’s family



Tuesday 2nd June
KQ: Can I describe fossils, how they lived and how they changed over time?
Task 1:

Use the pictures of                 Alex and Izzy 

with their parents, to identify shared 

characteristics.

Draw your own set of animal 

parents and three of their 
offspring.



Wednesday 3rd June
KQ: Can I describe how offspring of different animals are similar but not identical to their parents?

Exit Quiz:



TBAT: use informal language structures to convey thoughts 
and feelings clearly. 3 in 3

1. Complete the sentence with an appropriate conjunction.
Josie wanted to ask Ahmet a question _____ she did not want to make him 

feel uncomfortable.

2. Which sentence uses the apostrophe correctly?
The childrens’ plans changed quickly.
The children’s plans changed quickly. 
The childrens plans changed quickly.
The children plan’s changed quickly.

3. Which prefix can be added to these root words?
___understood          ___judge           ___lead



Key Vocabulary
• Confused – Not understanding something clearly or feeling 

unsure about what is happening.
• Worried – Feeling anxious or concerned about a problem or 

something that might happen.
• Hopeful – Feeling positive and believing that something 

good will happen.
• Unfair – Not right or just; treating people differently when 

they should be treated the same.
• Relieved – Feeling better because something difficult, 

worrying or stressful has ended or not happened.
• Uncomfortable – Feeling uneasy, awkward or physically or 

emotionally not at ease.
• Defensive – Acting to protect yourself, especially when you 

feel criticised or blamed

Challenge – Can you think of behaviours that show each emotion?



I felt upset because I believed the situation was unfair.

I was upset. It just wasn’t fair, was it?

Partner discussion:

Which sounds more like a diary? Why?



Diary entries use first person and informal language 
because they are a personal piece of writing.

I don’t know what everyone expects from me, honestly.

Partner discussion:

Which words or phrases make this sentence informal?



I was confused by the situation and felt it was unfair.

I did not understand why the teacher spoke to me.

In pairs, rewrite the formal sentences into diary-style, informal 
sentences.

Remember to:
• Add contractions
• Use informal language
• Make it sound spoken, not reported

Challenge - Add rhetorical questions.



Dear Diary,
There’s a new boy in our class and he sits in the empty chair 
at the back. His name is Ahmet. He’s nine, just like me, but he 
never talks and never smiles. Even when Josie offered him a 
lemon sherbet - my favourite - he just stared at it... maybe he 
is allergic? I keep catching him looking out of the window, like 
he’s somewhere else far away. He doesn't have any friends 
yet but I am going to change that.

Dear Diary,
There’s a weird, new kid in our class and he sits right at the 
back. His name’s Ahmet and he never says a word. It’s 
strange, and everyone notices it, even if they pretend they 
don’t. When the teacher asks him questions, he just stares at 
the table. It makes the room feel awkward. Luckily, he doesn't 
go outside at breaktime.

How does the 
language sound 
different?

Which 
words/phrases 
make it feel 
informal?

Where are 
contractions 
used?



In pairs, orally rehearse an informal sentence from 
each perspective.

Partner A: Narrator 
Empathetic, reflective, hopeful 

Sentence stems:
• I can’t stop thinking about…
• When I saw Ahmet today, I felt…
• It didn’t seem fair that…
• I guess he must feel…

Partner B: Brendan-the-Bully
Defensive, uncomfortable, confused

Sentence stems:
• I don’t get why everyone’s...
• It’s not like I meant to…
• I was just joking… wasn’t I?
• Why am I the one getting blamed?



Write about the same event showing 
different reactions.

• One paragraph from the narrator’s 
viewpoint

• One paragraph from Brendan’s viewpoint

Challenge - Use ambitious antonyms to 
show how differently they experience the 
event.

Key Vocabulary
• Confused
• Worried
• Hopeful
• Unfair 
• Relieved 
• Uncomfortable 
• Defensive 



Wednesday 3rd June
TBAT: write a pocket guide.

We are going to be writing a pocket guide to Year 5 to help 
prepare them for Year 6.

What are the features of a pocket guide?

What do they need to know about Year 6?
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