
Friday 27th February
Morning Challenge



10 min SATS Buster



Friday 27th February
TBAT: explore how the author uses language to communicate emotions and 
ideas that are not stated.

What major events have already impacted Olive’s family?

How might war affect how people behave or speak?



Eighteen months ago when it started, everyone said 
it'd be over before Christmas, but there were wrong. It 
was still going on, tearing great holes in people's lives. 
We'd already lost Dad, and half the time these days it 
felt like Mum wasn't quite here. And now Sukie - who 
knew where she was? 
I didn't realise I was crying again until Mum touched 
my cheek.
'It's not fair,' I said weakly.
'War isn't fair, I'm afraid,' Mum replied. 'You only have 
to walk through this hospital to see we're not the only 
ones suffering. Though that's just the tip of the 
iceberg, believe me. There's plenty worse going on in 
Europe.'
I remembered Sukie mentioning this too. She'd got 
really upset when she told me about the awful things 
happening to people Hitler didn't like.

What clues tell us 
Olive is 
overwhelmed, even 
before she realises 
she’s crying?”

Why does Mum 
respond with ‘War 
isn’t fair’ rather than 
focusing on Olive’s 
feelings?
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What does 
Mum’s 
comment about 
the hospital 
reveal about her 
mindset?

How does Olive 
interpret what 
Sukie told her 
about Europe?
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Why does the writer 
describe war as ‘tearing 
great holes in people’s 
lives’?

What does ‘the tip of the 
iceberg’ suggest about 
Mum’s knowledge of the 
war?

Why is the final sentence 
about Hitler included 
here? What idea does it 
plant?
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Friday 27th February
TBAT: make language choices to convey a character's emotions.

3 in 3

CHALLENGE: 
How many 

synonyms can you 
think of for 

scared?



Friday 27th February
TBAT: make language choices to convey a character's emotions.

Conscription made enlisting in the army compulsory.

How do you think the young men of Britain felt about this? 
How do you know about this?

Do you think Propaganda made a difference? How do you 
know this?



Friday 27th February
TBAT: make language choices to convey a character's emotions.

Partner discussion -

In Chapter 2, what emotions do Cliff and Olive experience, and how do you 
know? Discuss the clues the author gives us.

"I know that Olive felt __________ because she __________________________."

"I know that Cliff felt ________ because his behaviour  ____________________."



Friday 27th February
TBAT: make language choices to convey a character's emotions.

In your books, can you order these emotions 1-5?

nervous

worried

scared

terrified

petrified



Friday 27th February
TBAT: make language choices to convey a character's emotions.

Knowledge Check

Which sentence is most effective in showing Cliff's 
emotion?

A. Cliff felt scared.

B. Cliff’s hands trembled as he clung to Olive’s coat.

C. Cliff said, “I am frightened.”



Friday 27th February
TBAT: make language choices to convey a character's emotions.

Conscience alley  – 

Blue – Olive's internal thoughts:

Stay brave for Cliff.

You can’t let him see you’re scared.

Everything changed so fast

Cliff Olive

Challenge – Can you write a 3 sentences 
from Olive's perspective based on her 

experiences so far?

One sentence must contain a fronted 
adverbial.
One sentence must contain parenthesis.
One sentence must contain a semicolon.

Green – Cliff's internal thoughts:

Where are we going?

I miss home.

Stick close to Olive.


